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SEMI-CENTENNIAL SERMON. 


“Having obtained help of God, I continue unto this day.”— 
Acts xxvi, 22. 


For the right accomplishment of every important 
object that we undertake, we require the help of God. 
It is He who gives to the Christian the strength re- 
quisito to a victory over the difficulties that encom- 
pass his pnth to the kingdom of Heaven. It is He, 
who, in the work of tho ministry, must give His 
blessing, if that work is to be made effectual to the 
conversion of sinners and the advancement of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom among men. We can do no- 
thing good without God; and if we have reason to 
beliove that any efforts of ours, whether as private 
Christians or in a public capacity, have resulted in 
spiritual good to our fellow men, it is important to 
remember that the merit connected therewith is not 
ours, but the Lord’s. 


«Tis He that works to will, 
"Tis He that works to do; 

His is the power by which we act, 
His be the glory too.” 


St. Paul was a great apostle, whether we consider 
his untiring zeal, his abundant labors, or his manifold 
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success in his ministerial work. Yet he claimed no 
merit to himself on this account, but was ever ready 
to sav—' Not J, but the grace of God which was with 
me.” € By the grace of GodIamthatIam.” “Paul 
may plant and Apollos water, but it isGod who giveth 
the increase.” And in the text—4 Having obtained 
help of God I continue,” ete. 

When we consider the importance of the work in 
which the ministers of Christ are engaged, it ismatter 
of thankfulness that they have other atrongih than 
their own to look to for its successful accomplishment. 
We do not mean that nothing in this work depends on 
the ministors òf Christ themselves. When men ex- 
press a desire to engage in the duties of the ministr; 
there are persons whose office it is to inquire into 
their qualifications, and to see, not only whether 
they are influenced by right and pure motives, but 
whether also they have such sufficiency of learning 
and such other attainments as shall render them apt 
and meet to exercise the ministry to the glory of 
God and the edification of his Church. We know 
that the success of all ministers of Christ is not alike; 
that to some there are moro abundant fruits to their 
labors than to others. Does not this depend in some 
measure on the ministers themselves? That some 
have better mental, and spiritual, and physical en- 
dowments than others? That some have better 
adaptedness to their work than others, more willing- 
noss to engage in it, more prudence in its perform- 
ance, more power in voice or manner to fix the at- 
tention of hearers, and thus aid in giving efficacy 
to the word preached? Woe read of Apollos, one of 
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the ministers spoken of in the Acts of the Apostles, 
that ho was “an eloquent man, and mighty in the 
Scriptures.” We read, also, that he wasvery successful 
in his ministerial work; that “he mightily convinced 
the Jews, and that publicly, showing by the Scrip- 
tures that Jesus was the Christ.” Had not his elo- 
quence something to do with his success? Had not 
his being mighty in the Scriptures something to do 
with it? While itis true that the ministers of Christ 
can accomplish nothing good without the help of the 
Lord, it is also true that ministers are His agents or 
instruments for the work to be done, and that He 
holds them responsible for such performance of it on 
their part as shall be best fitted to promote its suc- 
cess. Whatever qualifications men may have for this 
work, it is the Lord who has given them. If they 
have great intellectual endowments, it is the Lord 
who has bestowed them; if they have great physical 
ability for their work, itis because God has imparted it. 
Tho gifts which the minister of Christ has, whether 
great or small, come from above. But whether he 
will use them or not to the glory of the Giver and 
the interests of his fellow-men, is a question which 
God leaves to his own decision, yet holding him re- 
sponsible for the manner in which he makes and 
carries out such decision. Great responsibilities rest 
with the ministers of the Lord Jesus; and what their 
success shall be in their work, and what their reward 
hereafter, must greatly depend on the manner in 
which such responsibilities are fulfilled. 
We have said there is importance attaching to the 
work committed to the ministers of Christ. What 
1* 
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work can be more important than that which has to 
do with interests that are spiritual and eternal. In- 
terests connected only with earth, or that are con- 
fined to the short spaco allotted to the life of man, 
often receive from us earnest attention. Whatever 
has reference to the acquisition of the wealth of the 
world, or of its honors—briof as is the time that these 
objects can be held in possession—is considered 
worthy of great consideration and regard. How 
much more must interests that embrace two worlds 
—not only the present perishable world, but also the 
future eternal world—have value and importance 
belonging to them? It is with such interests that 
the ministers of Christ have to do. They are am- 
bassadors for Christ, commissioned from the Court 
of Heaven to propose terms of reconciliation between 
the Creator and the creature 3 between an offended 
God, whose laws have been violated and his ven- 
geance provoked, and rebellious man, for whom there 
is no escape from that vengeance but in an accept- 
ance of the proffered terms of pardon. These am- 
bassadors have no terms of their own to propose. 
They receive their instructions from Him under 
whose authority they act; and wo be to them if they 
depart from their instructions, and offer to those to 
whom they are sent terms of reconciliation different 
from those which they have been commissioned to 
make known. Wo hear the great apostle saying— 
“Wo is me if I preach not the gospel.” The expres- 
sion shows of what vast importance and value are 
the interests that the gospel embraces—that they in- 
volvo the question of happiness or misery, of eternal 
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life or everlasting death. And it shows how great 
the danger is of leading men astray on this important 
subject, and how terrible is the account they must 
render to Him in whose name they act, who preach 
as gospel that which is not gospel, or who offer to 
men reconciliation with God upon terms such as that 
gospel does not warrant. 

It was the same in the time of the Jewish prophets. 
It was not their own message or their own doctrine 
that those servants of the Lord were allowed to 
teach or make known to the people. It was His 
message they were to make known, under whose 
authority they acted, and that, too, under the severest 
of penalties. We find the Almighty thus speaking 
to the prophet Ezekicl:—«O son of man, I have set 
thee a watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore, 
thou shalt hear the word at my mouth and warn them 
from me. When I say unto the wicked, O wicked 
man, thou shalt surely die, if thou dost not warn the 
wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in 
his iniquity, but his blood will I require at thine hand.” 

Such thoughts as these on the solemn responsibili- 
ties of the ministerial office, occur to your preacher 
as he remembers that it is fifty years to-day, since, 
in St. Paul’s Church in this city, he was ordained to 
the holy order of Deacons in the Church of Christ. 
He was then a young man, just turned of twenty-one 
years of age. He had from childhood looked for- 
ward to the time when he hoped to become an am- 
bassador of Christ, and as such to proclaim to sinners 
the message of salvation through his cross. How 
far, in his ministry of half a century, ho has been 
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successful in winning souls to Christ, is known only 
to Him who is the Great “ Discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.” He can only say that it 
has been his endeavor to present with faithfulness 
to the minds of the people among whom he has mi- 
nistered, those great truths of our religion which the 
Holy Scriptures reveal as necessary to be received 
in order to salvation. Ho has held up the Bible to 
view, as embraced in the Old and New Testaments, 
as given by inspiration of God, and as being the only 
true and infallible source whence we can derive the 
knowledge which maketh wise unto salvation. 
Among the leading truths which are there revealed 
to us, ho has considered it important to present with 
clearness and frequency the doctrine of our fall in 
Adam, “whereby man is very far gone from original 
righteousness, and is of his own nature inclined to 
evil,” and as the consequence is subject to condem- 
nation and eternal death. To the sinner thus ex- 
posed to the wrath of God, he has proclaimed the 
necessity of “repentance towards God, and faith to- 
wards our Lord Jesus Christ,” teaching him that 
without such repentance he must perish, without 
such faith he cannot be made partaker of everlasting 
life. What faith is he has made to consist, not in a 
simple assent to the Messiahship of Jesus, or an ac- 
knowledgment with the mind that He is the Saviour 
of sinners, but also an acceptance of Him in the life, 
by walking in all his commandments and ordinances. 
He has, in the course of his ministry, heard the opi- 
nion frequently expressed, that a moral life was all 
that was necessary to salvation, and that so a man 
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avoided gross transgressions of the Divine Law, and 
performed with some degree of faithfulness the du- 
ties of honesty, uprightness and benevolence, in his 
intercourse with his fellow-men, nothing more was 
required of him in order to his getting to the King- 
dom of Heaven. He who addresses you has, there- 
fora, in the exercise of his ministry, urged the danger 
of resting the hope of eternal life on such a founda- 
tion as this; the danger of trusting to anything so 
imperfect as our own moral performances to secure 
to us happiness in the future world. He has pointed 
his hearers to St. Paul’s declaration, and the great 
truth which it teaches, of “other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” Not 
Jesus Christ as viewed afar off, or as receiving from 
us the mere homage of a lip service, but as present 
with us in the transforming power of His religion, 
and the renewing influences of His grace. 

But it isnot necessary here that your preacher 
should enter at any length into a review of what are 
the truths that, in the exercise of his ministerial 
functions, he has felt it important to present with 
frequency and earnestness to the minds of the people 
committed to his charge. Of the fifty years of his 
ministry, more than thirty-one have been spent in 
this parish—and you, therefore, know what are the 
doctrines that he has been in the habit of proclaim- 
ing from the pulpit, or by what means he has endea- 
vored to advance the interests of Christ’s kingdom. 
But why speak on this subject at all? Do the minis- 
ters of our Church preach, some one doctrine and 
some another, that it should seem necessary for any 
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one of them to say what are the truths that he has 
been in the habit of offering to his people? There 
may be some minor differences of opinion among 
them. Somemay interpret certain portions of God’s 
Word somewhat differently from some others; or to 
certain expressions in the Prayer Book may not 
always attach precisely the same meaning. But 
with regard to any essential differences as to doctrine 
or opinion, they seem to be very seldom met with. 
How can there be much difference of opinion among 
those who not only receive the Bible as given by 
inspiration of God, but give it, in most cases, not 
some private interpretation of their own, but that 
which it has received from the earliest times of the 
Church, and which, in regard to all essential truths, 
is set forth with so much clearness in those Liturgi- 
cal services which we so often use. We read or hear 
of ministers who have no Church Creeds of early ori- 
gin to guide them, and no ancient Liturgies by which 
to direet their worship, falling sometimes into griev- 
ous orror, such as a denial of the great doctrine of 
atonement by the blood of Christ, the great doctrine 
of a Trinity in unity, with others intimately connect- 
ed with these. But with the Creeds that we have, 
go constantly repeated, and the Liturgy that we have, 
so full of Christ, always furnishing us with the 
prayers that we offer in public worship to a Throne 
of Grace, it seems hardly possible to go far astray in 
the maintenance of those great principles of religion 
which constitute the “faith once delivered to the 
saints.” 

It seems, therefore, sufficient to know that a cler- 
gyman is of the Episcopal Church, and as such, is in 


l- 


11 


the habit of repeating her Creeds and using her Litur- 
gy, to understand what are the doctrines which he 
receives, or what the truths which he preaches. 
They will hardly be found to contradict the teachings 
of her Creeds and her Liturgy. And yet there may 
be, and we know is often some difference in the 
preaching of different clergymen. If you look at 
different congregations in the Episcopal Church, you 
find that they have not all been trained exactly 
alike. There are features which sometimes show a 
little dissimilarity between oneand another. While 
they have all had the same gospel presented to them 
in its great feature of salvation, only through the 
merit of Christ, and by the exercise of faith in Him, 
the Church itself, as “the Body of Christ,” and “the 
Pillar and Ground of the truth,” and its forms and 
sacraments, have with some received more attention 
than with others. 

With him who addresses you, it has always been 
his endeavor never to lose sight of Christ in his minis- 
trations, but to impress upon the minds of his people 
that thore is “no other name under Heaven given 
among men whereby they can be saved but the name 
of Jesus.” At the same time, he has taught that it 
is not an abstract faith by which we are saved, a faith 
that ignores the Church in its forms and sacraments, 
but that regards these as means and channels of 
grace to all who rightly observe and receive them. On 
this subject, his preaching has been in agreement with 
the teaching of the Church in one of her Homilies, 
that “among the manifold exercises of God’s people, 
there is none more necessary for all estates, and at all 
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times, than is public Prayer, and the due use of Sacra- 
ments. For in the first we beg at God’s hands all such 
things as otherwise we cannot obtain, and in the other 
He embraceth us,and offereth himself to be embraced of us.” 
Let me not be forgetful, on the present occasion, 
to make acknowledgment of the large share of mer- 
cies and blessings of which a kind Providence has 
made me partaker in my ministry of half a century. 
And first, I desire to feel thankful to God for the 
health and strength He has given me for the porform- 
ance of the important duties of the ministerial office. 
The work of the ministry is one which, when faith- 
fully and successfully performed, makes large de- 
mands upon the physical as well as the intellectual 
man. It is not only the mind that is actively employ- 
ed in this work, but the body also; and whatever the 
strength and efficiency of the former may be, there can 
be but little accomplished as to the great objects of the 
ministry where the latteris prostrated by feebleness 
or disease. How thankful does it become me to be to 
a good and gracious God for the almost uninterrupted 
health I have enjoyed, not only during a long minis- 
try, but during a still longer life. May the Lord 
give me a truly thankful heart for this great mercy, 
for being enabled to say, at the closo of a ministerial 
life of fifty years, that Ido not remember, during 
that time, more than four or five instances, in which 
sickness or casualty has kept me from a performance 
of the regular services of the Sanctuary. 
And while I have had the blessing of health and 
strength for the performance of the duties of the 
ministry, so have I had the blessing of kind friends 
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and an affectionate people, to cheer me in my work, 
The ministerial work is one, that with all its excel- 
lency and dignity, is not without its difficulties and 
trials. He who engages in this work has many dif- 
ferent sorts of people to deal with—people differing 
in their dispositions, their views, their tastes; and 
there will, therefore, almost always be some in every 
congregation disposed, on some ground or other, to 
find fault with him who ministers'among them in 
holy things. There isno public man, whether he 
occupies a civil or ecclesiastical position among his 
fellow-men, who can discharge his duties to those 
whom he has been commissioned to serve, with en- 
tire satisfaction to every one. He who enters the 
ministry with the expectation that he will have a 
smooth and easy course to follow, that he will have 
no trials or hardships to encounter, that his efforts 
to do good will by all be appreciated, and that when 
the labors of the day are past, he will be able to lay 
his head upon his pillow with the sweet conscious- 
ness that there are no whispers anywhere uttered 
against him, but that all unite in speaking of him 
with kindness and affection—-he who expects thus to 
pass through his ministerial life will find, as he moves 
onward in his course, that he has been destined to 
disappointment, and that the brightest prospects on 
earth have their shadows, and clouds, and darkness. 

Yet, it is with the ministry as with every other 
condition in life; it does not bring to all the same 
measure of difficulty, and discouragement, and trial, 
With regard to myself, I have been greatly favored 
by a kind Providence in having had my lot cast, from 
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iny earliest ministry to the present time, among con- 

gregations who have always been indulgent to my 

imperfect, yet sincero efforts to promote their spi- 

ritual edification. In the whole course of my minis- 

try, no difficulty has ever arisen between myself and 

people to interrupt, to any extent, the harmony and 

good feeling existing between us. Difficult questions 

have sometimes come up that seemed to threaten 

such interruption. It was so in this parish, some 
twenty years ago, when a separation of this Church 
was effected from the other two Churches with 
which it had long been in connection. And again, 
somo few years after that, when this Church, which 
had before been an independent Swedish Church, 
was brought into union with the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in this diocese. It was not expected that 
such questions could bo decided without some oppo- 
sition. But there was nothing serious in sjeh op- 
position, or that threatened any disruption of the 
ties that connected us as pastor and people. It was 
soon discovered on all hands, that there was wisdom 
in the measures that had been adopted, and that the 
prosperity of the parish had, by the changes made, 
been improved and strengthened. 

It is to me a dear old parish. Here I have spent 
much the larger portion of my ministerial life. I 
trust it has been spent with some measure of usefal- 
ness and profit to the people of my charge; that sin- 
ners havo been converted to Christ; that the young 
have, in some good degree, been trained up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord; that the sick 
and the dying have had their thoughts fixed, with 
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comfort to their souls, on the preciousness of the sal- 
vation which is in Christ Jesus; that the afflicted 
have found consolation in the promises of the gospel. 
As I cast my eye over the congregation assembled 
here from Sunday to Sunday, how many do I see 
who received at my hands the sacrament of Baptism ; 
how many, who, under my ministry, renewed their 
baptismal vows in the holy rite of Confirmation; 
how many, who, at this venerable altar, first knelt 
to partake of the memorials of a Saviouv's dying 
love; how many that I have united in the holy bonds 
of matrimony. All these are so many bonds which 
help to strengthen our relationship as pastor and 
people, and to unite us together in closer affinities 
and affection. 
The duties which enter into the ministerial office 
are many in number, and are sufficient, usually, to 
occupy a large portion of a clergyman’s time and 
attention. Among the most important of those du- 
ties are the public preaching of the Word, the admi- 
nistration of the Sacraments, the visitation of the 
sick, and the performance of funeral rites over the 
bodies of the dead. It will not bè uninteresting to 
you, on the present occasion, to learn to what extent 
some of these, and one or two other duties, have oc- 
cupied my attention during the years of my ministry 
that have passed away. The number of sermons and 
addresses that I have publicly delivered since I en- 
tered the ministry, has been about 6750. The num- 
ber of baptisms solemnized by me has been 3440; of 
which 686 were in the years prior to my taking 
charge of this Church, and 2754 since I have been 
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officiating here. My marriages have been 2370; viz: 
244 before I came here, and 2126 since I have had 
charge of this congregation. I have attended 1322 
funerals, of which 1180 have been since I have been 
connected with this parish.* 

In conclusion: 1 should be strangely forgetful of 
what the present occasion is so fitted to impress on 
my mind, did I not feel that my stewardship is ra- 
pidly passing away, and that, in the ordinary courso 
of God’s Providence, many years cannot elapse bo- 


* After my ordination, on Trinity Sunday, 1813, I spent four 
months in some of the western counties of Pennsy!vania, chiefly 
at Pittsburg and in Fayette County, as the Missionary of “Tho 
Society for the Advancement of Christianity in Pennsylvania,” 
which had been established the previous year. On my return I 
officiated for one year as assistant to Dr. Collin, in the church of 
which Iam now rector, visiting also, with some frequency, the 
church at Radnor, ten miles from the city. I was then called to 
the church at Norristown, just finished, and at the same time to 
the infant congregation at Germantown. After officiating two 

` years in these congregations, during which time I also had chargo 
of a classical school at Norristown, Laccepted a call to the church 
and classical academy at Newbern, North Carolina. Finding 
these double duties more tban I could well attend to, at the expi- 
ration of a year I accepted a call to the church at Hagerstown, 
Maryland, where I remained four years, when my first parish at 
Norristown becoming vacant by the removal of the late Dr. Wil- 
son to the Theological Seminary at New York, I accepted an 
invitation to return to that parish, and also to one or two of my 
father’s churches near Norristown, he having recently departed 

' this life. Of these I had oharge for ten years, or until January, 
1832, when I was called to the church of which I now have charge. 
Of my fifty years ministry, forty-five have been spent in this 
diocese. I mention the above for the information of such as may 
desire to know where I have been laboring during the fifty years 
of my ministry. l ý 
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fore the work which to me has been and is so plea- 
sant, and to you, I trust, somewhat profitable, must 
come to a close. Thus far, Ido not know that I have 
less strength, either physical or mental, for the per- 
formance of my ministerial duties than I had in years 
that are past. Still, I am reminded that my life is 
rapidly approaching a period when I must look for 
some of the: infirmities of advanced age, and when 
the strength which, through the blessing of God, L 
still enjoy, must become weakness. 

As I look back upon. the time when I first entered 
the ministry, how few do I find of those who were 
then young men like myself, just engaging in the 
work of winning souls to Christ, that are now among 
the living. In the convention that I attended soon 
after my ordination, there were thirteen clergymen 
present.* Clergymen of our Church were then few 


* The clergymen present at the Convention were the Right Rev, 
Bishop White, Rev. Dr. Blackwell, Rev. Dr. Hutchins, Rev. Dr. 
Pilmore, Rev. Dr. Abercrombie, Rev. Slator Clay, Rov. James 
Wiltbank, Rov. Levi Bull, Rev. John Armstrong, Rev. John Ward, 
Rev. Jackson Kemper, Rev. Richard D. Hall, deacon, and Rev. 
Jehu Curtis Clay, deacon. 

The Rev. Slator Clay mentioned in this list was my father. He 
was one of the first olergvmen ordained by Bishop White after res 
ceiving Episcopal consecration. My father had vharge of St. 
James’s Church, Perkiomen; St. Peter's, Great Valley, Chester 
Co., and Christ Church, (Swedes,) Upper Merion, He also ofici- 
ated at St. David's Church, Radnor, and St. Thomas's Whitemarsh, 
He never changed his field of labor, but spent the thirty-five 
years of his ministry among these churches, giving thom as much 
of his time as he could, at a period when clergymen of the Epis- 
copal Church wero few in number. His residence was at St. 
James’s Church, Perkiomen, where he died September 25, 1821, 
aged 67 years. He was much beloved by the people among whom 
he ministered, 
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in number. Of these thirteeen but three are now 
living. The others have many years since gone to 
give an account of their stewardship. Whatever be 
the health and strength, therefore, God still gives to 
me, I cannot but see in the reminiscences of the past 
that I am approaching a period when my labors 
among you must have a close. As long as I have 
the ability, I trust I shall have the will to labor for 
the glory of God, and the spiritual interests of the 
people of my charge. Of one thing 1 am sure, that 
the confidence which you, my beloved flock, have 
extended to me during my past ministrations among 
you, will not be withholden in time to come, but that, 
to whatever extent my life may be prolonged, it will 


be in the enjoyment of the kind regard of’ an affec- 


tionate people. 


